SUMMER 1979 


From the President’s Desk...3 
Annual Meeting '79............4 
Vacationing with Pets..........6 
Pets in the Picture..............7 
Help for Lost Pets. 8 
Maladjusted Mutts?...........1 

A Day in the Life of a Dog...12 
ARL Newsfront.................13 
State House Report............14 


ON THE COVER: Matthew 
Paliulis (4) of Norwell, finds a 
new friend at the Animal 
Rescue League. June is being 
observed nationally as Adopt- 
A-Cat Month. 


OFFICERS 


John C. Hatch, Chairman of the Board 
Arthur G. Slade, President 
Earl E. Wentzel, Vice reie® 
and Ass’t Secreta 
John E. Dawson, Treasurer 
Hewitt Morgan, Ass’t Treasurer 


ANIMAL RESGUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON Richard A. Hall, Secretary 


DIRECTORS 
Publisher of ; 
Gage Bailey 
OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS Paul JeBrennan 
Arthur G. Slade, Editor Mrs. Alexander H. Bright 
Richard W. Bryant, Associate Editor Mrs. George M. Cushing, Jr. 
Bob Howard, Photo Editor John E. Dawson 
M. Arlene Reilly, Consulting Editor David Emerson 
John J. Glessner, III 
SUMMER 1979 Rev. Robert W. Golledge, D.D. 
Richard A. Hall 
John C. Hatch 
Volume 76, Number 2 Dr. H. Dunster Howe 


Hewitt Morgan 
Robert B. Pitcher 
Brooks Potter 

Mrs. Henri Prunaret 
Allen B. Rider, Jr. 
Arthur G. Slade 

Mrs. Cynthia B. Terry 
Phillip W. Trumbull 
John L. Worden, III 


ADMINISTRATIV 


Roger Van Teyens 
Director, Operations 


Dr. Natalie L. Knowles 
Director, Veterinary Medicine 


Richard W. Bryant 
Director, Education and Information 


Arthur E. Penny 
Director of Administration 


Alan D. Goldman 
Director, Livestock Conservation 


HEADQUARTERS 
Arlington & Tremont Sts., Boston 426-9170 


BRANCHES 


Dedham: Pine Ridge Cemetery For Small Animals 

238 Pine Street 426-9170 

Michael P. Thomas, Superintendent 

Cape Cod: Rte. 6A, E. Brewster 255-1030 

Donald F. Westover, Manager 

North Shore Area: 378 Highland Ave., Salem 744-7910 
Sherman Bates, Manager 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS... (US ISSN 0030 6851) Published quarterly by the Animal Rescue League of Boston, 

10 Chandler Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116. Price $4.00 a year. Office of Publication, Animal Rescue League of Boston, 

10 Chandler St. Boston, Massachusetts 02116. Address all correspondence, editorial, change of address, subscriptions to the Animal 
Rescue League of Boston, P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117. Second Class Postage has been paid at Boston, Massachusetts. 


i) 


from the president’s desk 


Help Find Our Pet! 


One of the most disheartening and pathetic experiences for 
anyone who works in an animal shelter or public pound is to see 
lost pets who go unclaimed by their owners due to a lack of 
identification, or worse, lack of effort by their owners to find 
them. The first and most important step to ensure swift return of 
a lost pet is to be sure that it is wearing current and complete 
identification at all times. 

The next essential aspect is to make every effort to locate the 
animal promptly, and not delay this effort in the hope that the 
pet will return of its own accord or be found and returned to you 
by someone else. Keep in mind that most means of identification 
can be lost or stolen and that a pet may wander for days before 
some kind soul realizes it is lost. 

In this regard, it is vitally necessary that pet owners be 
prepared in advance to make this search in the unfortunate 
event that their pet is suddenly among the missing. Advance 
planning is somewhat like an insurance policy to help handle the 
disaster we all hope will never happen to us. As an aid in this 
planning or insurance process for locating a lost pet as quickly as 
possible, we are including in the centerfold of this issue of ‘’Our 
Fourfooted Friends’’ a ‘‘Help Find Our Pet’’ brochure, part of 
the League’s Operation Identification Program. It provides you 
with lost pet recovery tips, but most important of all, it also 
gives you a ‘‘Help Find Our Pet Poster’’, with all the necessary 
information for quantity reproduction and posting on community 
and supermarket bulletin boards in the area in which your pet 
was lost. It can also be distributed to animal shelters and 
pounds, to help them recognize your pet and to return it to you. 

From years of experience, | find that most people have a very 
difficult time describing their pet accurately, including all the 
essential details. This is why we have included spaces for a front 
and side view photo of your pet. The old saying that, ‘‘a picture 
is worth a thousand words’’, was never more true. Their value is 
worth much more if the photos are good, clear, color photos that 
show distinct markings and shadings of color. Please 
REMEMBER that these photos must be taken NOW and new 
ones taken each year to keep a current set of pictures available 
at all times. Once your pet is lost, it is too late. Keep in mind, 
the lost pet does not always belong to someone else. It could 
happen in your family. 

| truly hope you will find these posters a good ‘‘insurance 
policy’’. | would be happy to have your comments about them. 


SES Ne 


Arthur G. Slade 
President 


& 
Dr. Irwin Leav, guest speaker. 


After thirty long years of effort on the part of 
colleagues in the animal welfare, agricultural and 
veterinary medicine fields, ‘‘New England finally 
has a School of Veterinary Medicine,’’ Irwin Leav, 
D.V.M. told those attending the Animal Rescue 
League’s annual meeting, April 26th. 

As guest speaker at the meeting, Dr. Leav, who 
is assistant to the Dean at Tufts University School 
of Veterinary Medicine, and assistant professor of 
pathology at Tufts School of Medicine, described 
the facilities and programs to be offered at the 


long-hoped for veterinary school which opens this 
fall. 


New England’s New 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine 


League president Arthur G. Slade welcomed 
those attending and outlined the League’s 
advances in membership and services to animals 
during the past year, ‘‘accomplishments which are 
very much due to kind people like yourselves who 
are here today,’’ he stressed. Highlights of the 
meeting included the presentation of the AHA‘s 
Stillman Award for heroism to the late Steven 
Johnson (see photo and article on this page), and 
the election of six members to the board of 
directors. 

The new directors, elected for a three-year term 
are Mrs. Cynthia B. Terry, and the Rev. Rober 
W. Golledge, D. D. Also re-elected as directors 
were John J. Glessner, Ill, Brooks Potter, Phillip 
W. Trumbull, and John L. Worden, III. 

Recalling the history of veterinary education in 
New England, Dr. Leav told members that 
Harvard had a veterinary school in the late 1800’s 
‘‘but with the advent of the automobile in the early 
20th century, and the decline of the transport 
horse population, Harvard questioned the need for 
future veterinarians and the school was closed.’’ 

In the 1940’s, the Middlesex School of 
Veterinary Medicine was also in operation for 


The 35 students who will enter Tufts this year 
will be the first young people in this area since 
that time to be able to pursue a degree in 
veterinary medicine without leaving New England. 

he Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine, the 
speaker explained, is planned according to the 
‘‘one medicine concept,’’ that is, ‘‘the recognition 
that all of us are animals, walking vertebrates with 


liver, hearts, kidneys - basically biologically 
similar. ’’ 
Accordingly, veterinary students will study 


along with medical and dental students, at the 
Boston campus, those basic subjects which are 
common to them all, such as_ biochemistry, 
molecular biology, developmental anatomy, and 
general pathology. This will allow use of the full 
resources of the present preclinical and medical 
faculty. 

During their third and fourth years, they will 
spend time at the small animal referral clinic at 
the Angell Memorial Hospital, at the large animal 
facility located at Grafton, and at other 
cooperating institutions, like the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute. 

The 634-acre former site of the Grafton State 
Hospital, donated by the Commonwealth, has 
large buildings, barns, and acres of farmland 
which will be used to support the development of 
herds for the school’s use. Dr. Leav showed color 
slides of the present facilities and described plans 
for the large animal clinic now being built. ‘’Just a 


@io-minute drive from Boston, this facility will 


house 35 horse stalls, 45 bovine stalls, plus a 
facility for swine and sheep,’’ he noted. 

The competition to get into the new school is 
keen, and the caliber of applicants unusually high. 
There were 500 applicants for the 35 positions in 
the entering class, with average scores of 1400 
(out of a possible 1600) on their Graduate Record 
Examinations. 


Getting together at annual meeting are: Rev. Robert W. 
Golledge, newly elected director; Arthur G. Slade, 
president of the League; Robert B. Pitcher, director; and 
John C. Hatch, chairman of the board. 


STILLMAN AWARD FOR HEROISM 


The American Humane Association’s highest 


award for heroism, the William O. Stillman 
Award, was presented posthumously at the 
League’s annual meeting to the late Steven 
Johnson of Dorchester, who lost his life last 
summer while trying to save a dog’s life. Mr. 
Johnson's brother, Gregory Johnson (above, right) 
of Cambridge, accepted the award on behalf of his 
family from League President Arthur G. Slade. 

The tragedy occurred last August when Steven 
Johnson, who was 26 at the time of his death, 
spotted a dog caught in the middle of traffic on 
Storrow Drive. When he stopped his car and got 
out to rescue the dog, both he and the animal were 
struck by a cab and killed. A teacher in the Boston 
public school system, he also worked for 
Dorchester House and was well known in the area 
as a vocalist. He graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts in Boston in 1976, and was 
originally from Warwick, R.I., where his parents, 
Carl and Edith Johnson, currently live. 


There’s Room at 
the Inn for Your 
Pet this Summer 


Planning your summer vacation? Sometimes 
the hardest part isn’t deciding where to go, but 
where to leave those members of the family who 
don’t come along - the family pets. 

This year, why not consider making it a real 
family vacation and take the dog or cat along with 
you? It may take a little more planning on your 
part, but it will eliminate the tears at parting, the 
worry during the trip, and the difficult reunion at 
homecoming with a very resentful Rover. 

There’s room at the inn for your pet at more 
hotels and motels than you may realize. In fact, 
there are approximately 4,000 U. S. and Canadian 
hotels and motels, including most of the large 
chains, that welcome pets as a matter of policy. A 
full directory of these hospitable hostels, with 
addresses, zips, and phone numbers for 
reservations and information, is available in a 
booklet called ‘Touring with Towser, ’’ published 
by the Gaines Dog Research Center. 

Planning ahead for your trip is a must. This 
avoids the danger of being turned away from a 
“No Pets Allowed’’ place, and the wasted time 
and gasoline - a big consideration this summer - 
searching for new accomodations. This is equally 
true if you’re planning a camping trip. Many 
campsites welcome animals but it’s always best to 
check ahead by phone. Most place some 
restrictions on pets, and these should be looked 
into in advance and followed carefully. A dog 
should always be kept on a leash and with a 
member of the family, whether you’re at a 
campsite, hotel or motel. 


A visit to the veterinarian is a must before you: 


go. Be sure you have proof of an up-to-date rabies 
inoculation for your pet, plus any particular health 
certificates required in the states you plan to pass 
through. The tourist offices in each state can give 
you information on what’s required. 


Packing for Pets 


Before you go, make up a checklist of items to 
pack for your pet. You'll want familiar food and 
water dishes, non-perishable food, a flea collar or 
powder, a brush and comb _ for grooming 
(especially important after a day out in the 
woods,), any necessary medications, and a favorite 
blanket and toy. 
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Both on the road, and when you reach your 
destination, let basic consideration be your guide. 
Both you and your pets will always be welcome, 
provided you keep them from damaging property 
or disturbing other guests. Here are a few basic 
rules to remember and follow: 

@ Dogs should always be kept on a leash in 
public areas; cats should be on a leash or held in 
the arms. 

®@ Animals should not be taken into hotel or 
restaurant dining rooms. 

® Dogs should not be left alone in a room. If this 


is absolutely necessary, be sure to leave a note a 


the door warning the maid of an animal inside, 
even if you’re just leaving the room for a few 
minutes. 

© Be prepared to pay for any damage done by 
your pets. Don’t try to hide that stain on the rug 
from Spot’s accident. It will be discovered after 
you leave, and may very well cause the next pet 
that comes along to be turned away. 

@ And speaking of carpet stains - never allow 
an untrained pet to wander loose in a hotel room. 
Keep it confined to a crate or sleeping box while in 
the room. 

Be considerate of your pet as well. A trip away 
from home can pose many new dangers. Avoid the 
heartbreak of a pet lost thousands of miles from 
home by making sure your dog or cat is wearing 
proper identification - an up-to-date license tag, 
and a tag with your name, home address, and 
where you’re staying on vacation (or the name of 
someone else to contact while you’re away). In a 
hotel or motel, check to see if any insecticides 
have been used that may be poisonous to animals. 
If you’re camping or hiking, keep your pet away 
from lakes and streams. Drinking impure water 
can cause digestive problems that may upset your 
whole vacation as well as your pet’s stomach. 

In summary, plan ahead, pack thoughtfully and 


practice consideration, and it’s sure to be narrve@® 


traveling this summer for you and your pets. 


‘Touring with Towser’’ can be obtained by 
mailing $1 in cash or check to Gaines TWT, P. O. 
Box 1007, Kankakee, III. 60901. 


PETS IN THE PICTURE 


Mailman’s Dog 
Wins Stamp of 
Approval by Jack Kendall 


Reprinted courtesy of the Boston Herald American. 


When Ed Harkins of Brookline submitted Jiggs’ photo for 
‘‘Pets in the Picture,’’ the editors thought his story was too 
good not to share. The League contacted the Boston Herald 
American, and the paper ran the following feature on the 
postman’s pet in a recent issue: 


Actually, there wasn’t any formal ceremony. 
You see, Jiggs won’t get a pension and Civil 
Service wasn’t involved. 

Besides, he hasn’t any use for a gold watch - the 
traditional retirement present. And he’ll probably 
still do the job on days when it isn’t too hot or too 
cold. 

After all, after seven years on a daily mail route 
it isn’t easy to up and quit forever. 

That’s how long Jiggs, the ‘‘mostly Beagle’ pet 
of Brookline postman Edward Harkins has been 
doing the rounds with his master. 

But Jiggs was 10 years old this month, and 
Harkins thinks it’s time the dog begins easing up. 

Seven years ago, Harkins was given Jiggs by a 
friend who claimed the dog - also part Bluetick 
Hound - ‘‘would never make a hunter. He wasn’t 
aggressive enough.”’ 

‘‘Yiggs is so friendly’ Harkins says, ‘‘he has 
made scores of pals,’” human and animal, on 
Harkins’ seven-mile postal route, which begins at 
Coolidge Corner. 

Still, it wasn’t until Jiggs was three years of age 
- and had six formal training sessions - that the 
dog was deemed reliable enough to follow his 
master in the service of the U.S. Government. 

‘By then | figured he wouldn’t chase cats,”’ 
Harkins said. 

Every day, when Harkins gets into his uniform, 
Jiggs knows it’s time to go to work. Several years 
ago, when the dog had become a fixture on the 
route, Harkins decided to get him a uniform 
matching his own. Harkins provided a patch from 
one of his own uniforms and Jiggs was in 
business. 

The dog rides along with bachelor Harkins from 
his Brighton home to the Brookline Post Office at 
Coolidge Corner and waits in the car the three 
hours it requires Harkins to set up the mail for the 
route. 


Despite his long years of postal service, Jiggs 
never was able to break down the government rule 
of ‘‘no pets allowed’’ in the post office. 

But as soon as Harkins leaves the building, 
Jiggs is off and running. ‘‘He is either in front of 
me or behind me along the route,’’ Harkins says, 
stopping only for one of the small milk bone treats 
the postman carries for neighborhood dogs or for a 
pat from neighborhood children. 

At Christmas, Jiggs gets his share of gifts in the 
form of dog biscuits or some other dog food. 

Harkins recalls only one occasion on which Jiggs 
had trouble on the route. 

‘‘There was a big German shepherd that nipped 
Jiggs once. | think the dog was only playing, but 
Jiggs was afraid of that animal for a while,’’ 
Harkins recalls. 

And Jiggs wasn’t able to make the route at all 
during the Blizzard of 1978. ‘‘He seemed to mind 
all that snow, so | left him home,’’ Harkins said. 

No, Jiggs isn’t going to move to the Cape or 
Florida, now that it’s retirement time. 

Harkins expects to take the dog to work ‘‘on 
good days,’’ and of course there will be that ‘‘daily 
constitutional around the block. ’’ 


Editor’s Note: If you’d like to see your pet in 
print, just send a photo along with a_ brief 
description to: Pets in the Picture, Animal Rescue 
League of Boston, P.O. Box 265, Boston, MA 
0271 Vx 
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TELEPHONE RINGS. 

A.R.L.: Good afternoon, Animal Rescue League of 
Boston. 

DOG OWNER: Hi, | just lost my dog and | want to 
know if you have her. 

A.R.L.: Please hold and I'll connect you with the 
Lost & Found Department. 

A.R.L.: RING 

L & F: Hello, Lost & Found 

D.O.: | just lost my dog this morning and | wonder 
if she’s there. 

L & F What breed of dog is it? 

D.O.: A mixed collie-shepherd 

L & F: Male or female? 

D.O.: Female 

L & F: Does it have a collar and any tags? 


D.O.: No, she lost the collar two months ago and | 
haven’t had time to buy her a new one. 


L & F: In what part of the city did you lose her? 
D.O.: West Roxbury 


L & F: Please hold and I’Il check to see if we have 
received any dogs from West Roxbury today. 


PAUSE 


L & F: Hi, nothing has come in today but the best 
thing to do is look around the neighborhood and 
check with school kids, the postman and delivery 
persons. Also, post some notices in the 
neighborhood and come in and look through the 
kennels, especially where she is a mix-breed. | 
would also suggest you contact the Dedham & 
Brookline animal control officers to see if they 
might have picked her up. 


This brief scenario is repeated 30 to 40 times 
each day in the League’s Lost & Found 
Department. 

While the majority of calls are for lost dogs, we 
do receive a number of calls for lost cats. 

Last year the League cared for 4,500 strays dogs 
from the City of Boston and 1,000 stray cats from 
the city and surrounding towns. 


Mr. Van Teyens is director of operations at the League. 
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Fred Clark, Animal Rescue League kennel- 
master, reports that 80 to 85% of the dogs and 
99% of the cats received have no form of 
identification to link them with an owner. 

Without up-to-date identification, it is extremely 
difficult and sometimes impossible for animal 
control officers or humane societies to make 
contact with the owner. When there are no tags on 
the pet, shelters must depend on the owner to 
contact them. 

In past years the Lost & Found Department has 
received dogs with tags from a variety of states, 
including Florida and Montana. Sometimes owners 
have moved into the Boston area or may be 
students at one of the many _ colleges ® 
universities who have failed to obtain new I.D. 
tags for their pet. 

Let us examine the various ways you can 
identify your dog before it becomes lost. 

There are two forms of identification, temporary 
and permanent. Temporary consists of a collar 
with a tag, usually the license tag. In 
Massachusetts, all dogs over three months of age 
must be licensed yearly. Communities, through 
town clerks or city halls, issue individually 
numbered license tags with the shape of the tag 
determined by the state. In 1978, it was in the 
shape of an octagon. This year in Massachusetts it 
is a triangle. 

Rabies tags are issued by your pet’s 
veterinarian. Both the vaccination and the tag are 
valid for two years. The color of these tags will 
vary each year, but the shape is selected by the 
veterinarian. A word of caution about rabies tags - 
some pharmaceutical companies, which sell rabies 
vaccine, supply free tags to the veterinary clinics. 
In most instances, these tags do not have the 
clinic’s name on them, making them impossible to 
trace. 

Identification tags, which include the owner’s 
name, address, and telephone number, can be 
purchased from pet stores, through magazine 


advertisements, or can be ordered from the @y 


manufacturers of dog food. This type of tag can be 
helpful because it gives the finder access to 
information that will make it possible to contact 
the owner quickly. 


Excellent example of well-made 


imprinted letters and numbers. 


he best identification tags are made _ of 
inless steel or brass with the letters deeply 
imprinted or engraved, so they are easily read. 

There are a number of pet collars on the market 
which have a metal band or individual metal 
numbers or letters giving the owner’s name, 
address, and telephone number. A few collars 
have openings on the inside where you can insert 
information about ownership. 

Another caution on the subject of tags. Over the 
years, numerous companies have been selling 
identification tags listing a 24-hour emergency 
phone number. Many times these are sold in pet 
stores, through dog magazines, or by mail 
advertisements. The companies claim that for 
either a lifetime fee or a yearly charge they will 
keep your pet registered. Before you register your 
pet, you should check to see how long they have 
been in business and how their records are kept. 
Unfortunately, many of these companies have 
gone out of business overnight, never to be seen 
again, thus leaving the finder at a dead end. 

The Animal Rescue League offers two pet 
identification tags with each $25.00 active 
membership. The tags are stainless steel and 
individually numbered. The pet information 
records are kept on file for quick reference in the 


Dire os Lost & Found Department. 
b 


he only permanent identification for your dog 
y anumber tattooed on the inside flank with an 
electric tattooing pencil or in the ear by a tattoo 
clamp. The animal may be given a tranquilizer 
while the tattoo is applied. 

Some tatoo identification systems may use the 
owner’s Social Security number or a four-to-six 
digit number with a letter or symbol preceding the 
numbers. The tattoo must be applied properly 
and, above all, must be legible. As the dog 
becomes older, the tattoo can become difficult to 
read because of skin pigment. One problem with 
tattooing is the lack of standardization for 
numbering systems. 

Once again, while this method is permanent, the 
owner should select a tattoo registry that either 
operates on a national basis or has been in bus- 
iness for a number of years. In the last 10 years, 
20 tattoo registries have gone out of business, with 
the identification records lost forever. 

Dog owners who have their dogs tattooed should 
not be lulled into a false sense of security. The dog 
must also have a current license and rabies tag 
attached to a strong collar to aid in quick 
identification. 

Cat identification is a controversial subject. The 
thought of placing a collar, even a breakaway 

llar, on a cat is unheard of by many cat lovers. 

@::: Owners are not required to license cats in 
this state, your cat can be identified and quickly 
returned to you if lost. If you do allow your cat 
outside, the League recommends the cat be 
identified. 


tag. The League’s 
membership |.D. tag is made of stainless steel with deeply 


Should you lose your dog or cat, here are some 
helpful hints to find them: 


1. Go out and actively look for your pet. Too 
many owners sit at home waiting for the dog or cat 
to come walking in the door. Search not only the 
main streets, but alleyways, playgrounds, and 
behind stores. 

2. Talk with neighbors, children, the mailman 
and any delivery personnel to alert them that you 
have lost your pet. 


3. Call and visit the local animal shelters and be 
sure to leave them with a description of your pet. 
One reason for visiting is to prevent confusion of a 
mixed-breed pet that does not have identification. 
Remember, most dogs can run long distances, 
especially if they are frightened or confused. It has 
also happened that dogs have been stolen and 
then dropped off many miles from home. The 
League has even found a tew dogs that have 
hitched a ride on a streetcar or bus for a free ride 
across town. 


4. Fill out the ‘‘Help Find Our Pet’’ poster and 
have copies made at quick type printers. For about 
$4.00, you can have a hundred copies of your 
poster. Post them in the neighborhood, stores, 
laundromats, and supermarkets. Leave copies with 
area veterinarians and animal shelters. 


5. Place an ad in the lost and found section of 
the daily newspaper for at least three days to start 
with. Include the type and breed of pet, color, area 
where it was lost, and your phone number. You 
can also place an ad in a weekly paper and contact 
local radio stations to see if they can help. 


6. If you go on vacation and leave your pet with 
a friend, neighbor or relative, be sure to leave 
them a list of instructions to follow in the event the 
pet is lost. Also include the phone numbers for 
your veterinarian, animal shelter and_ control 
officer. Remember, the stray holding period is 10 
days throughout Massachusetts and seven days in 
Suffolk County. Too many times owners have 
returned from vacation to learn their pet was lost 
and no one was looking for it. 

7. If you have moved recently, be sure to check 
with your former neighbors to see if your pet has 
returned to your previous home. 

8. Unfortunately, many pets are killed on the 
roadway. Therefore, you should check with the 
Public Works or Sanitation Departments in your 
community to see if they picked up any deceased 
pets. 


9. Finally - Don’t give up... Your pet won't. 


Emotional Problems 
Ahead for Our Dogs? 


by Karen Johnson 


Reprinted with permission from Animal News. 


‘“‘We are turning modern dogs into doglets, 
sweet nothings who get lost on the end of a 
leash’’ said Dr. Michael Fox to 491 dog fanciers at 
a health seminar in San Francisco. 

Sponsored by the Morris Animal Foundation, 
the seminar also featured three other speakers: 
Dr. Lon Lewis on nutrition, Dr. Anthony Stannard, 
on dermatology, and Dr. Wayne Wingfield on 
gastric dilation volvulus. 

Fox, director of the Institute for the Study of 
Animal Problems in Washington, D.C., states that 
in our urban, domesticated environment, the 
intelligent working breeds are disappearing 
because they do not make good house pets. They 
get bored, so they resort to destructive behavior. 
They are also independent and do not submit 
easily, and thus do not make good child 
substitutes. People seek this because the extended 
family is disappearing, neighborhoods are 
unfriendly, couples are remaining childless, and 
they need companionship and seek to get it 
through a pet. 

‘‘The more dependent the pet is for some 
owners, the more fulfilling it is as a companion or 
as a child substitute. It is this dependency, 
however, that opens the doors to a number of 
psychosomatic and psychogenic emotional dis- 
orders,’’ he added. 

‘‘| believe, therefore, that the incidents of some 
of these disorders will increase and that the 
veterinarians in small animal practice will have to 
be on the lookout for such disorders in the near 
future, if not today,’’ Fox added in an article 
titled, ‘‘Man-dog Relationships and Human 
Needs. ’’ 
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The dog, like the human child, can develop 
emotional problems from psychogenic epilepsy to 
asthma-like conditions, compulsive eating, sym 
pathy lameness, hypermotility of the intesti 
with hemorrahagic gastroenteritis, possible ulcer- 
ative colitis, not to mention sibling rivalry, 
extreme jealousy, aggression, depression, and 
refusal to eat food (anorexia nervosa). 

The more dependent the dog is or the more 
child-like, the worse his reaction when something 
threatens his relationship with the owner, such as 
the arrival of a new baby, the introduction of a 
new pet or separation from the owner. The 
over-indulged dog may behave like a canine 
delinquent and may be extremely difficult to 
handle. 

‘Fritz Peris, the founder of human Gestalt 
therapy, and other clinical psychologists, observe 
that it is dependency and the fear of rejection in 
man that is the cause of most emotional 
disorders,’’ Fox continued in the article. ‘‘In 
contrast to the dog, the cat suffers far fewer 
emotional problems. This may well be because the 
cat is less dependent than the dog. In nature, cats 
are relatively solitary and domestication so far has 
had little influence on the social behavior.’’ 

The kind of person who will prefer a cat to a dog 
as a pet is perhaps less likely to indulge such an 
animal. ‘’l feel that many people who need a dog 
are dependent, they tend to be other-directed, and 
they gain considerable emotional satisfaction frog 
having a dependent companion in their lives. © 
breed of a dog that a person owns may be a 
projection of deeper needs and identification. An 
insecure person may want a powerful guard dog,’’ 
Fox added. 


Fox’s seminar lecture dealt in part with wolf 
behavior and how this relates to the social 
behavior of the dog. Mounting, for example, is not 
@: behavior, but a display of dominance. 
Ives greet each other by hugging and gently 
mouthing each other’s muzzles. The dog may do 
this to his human, his leader of the pack. 

The wolf leader uses the staredown as a means 
of social control. In the wolf pack, it is impolite to 
approach the leader head on, instead he is greeted 
from the side. Thus, Fox says that a child should 
be taught to approach a dog from the side and to 
stand still and be sniffed when encountering a 
strange dog. To turn and run is to invite attack. 

A dog may show submission to his human owner 
in ways similar to a wolf showing submission to 
the pack leader. Piddling and rolling over and 
presenting the groin area for inspection are two 
ways dogs do this. 

Fox stressed that a dog should never be hit and 
that a more effective way of discipline is to shake 
it by the scruff of the neck like his mother did. If a 
dog didn’t have a good mother who taught him his 
proper manners, the human owner may have more 
work cut out for him. 


“If you have two dogs who fight, they are 
probably competing for the attention of the leader 
which is you. The best thing you can do to avoid a 
fight when your two dogs are in a confrontation is 
to leave the room or yard. They usually will settle 
it by the ‘‘staredown’’, and the less dominant one 
will back down,’’ said Fox. 

Fox touched briefly on puppy development in 
the seminar. If a pup has no human contact before 
nine to ten weeks of age, his fear of humans will 
be complete and nearly impossible to reverse. Six 
to eight weeks is the best time for human 
imprinting. Eight weeks is a very sensitive time; 
trauma should be avoided then. It is best for a pup 
to go to a new home at seven weeks or after ten 
weeks. Never ship a pup younger than ten to 
twelve weeks. 

Fox stressed that a dog who is shy despite an 
optimum environment should not be bred as 
neo-phobia or the fear of new things is inherited. 

Breeder responsibility was a broad theme 
during Fox’s talk. Fox states that there is a lack of 
quality control in dog breeding. ‘’‘Soon.the courts 
will be ready for a test case on misrepresentation 
of stock by a dog breeder,’’ Fox stated. 

He stressed that the deterioration of purebred 
dogs is not due to inbreeding, but to 
indiscriminant breeding. 

Fox would like to see intelligence trials at dog 
shows. The breeders could test and breed for 
intelligence. Obedience is not a test of 
intelligence, he said, but a test of dependency. He 
also would like to see dog shows that are more 
than just aesthetic. ‘Soon we will have dogs with 
chrome bumpers,’’ he added. 

Fox states that breeders must examine their 
own values and ask themselves what they are 
doing for dogs. 
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When Ken Glass, a student at Boston 
University’s School of Public Communications, 
was asked to produce a photo essay for a course 
project, he set out to do a ‘‘day-in-the-life’’ ‘@ 
of one of the dogs in the League’s adopt 
shelter. 

“1 was looking for the friendliest and most 
photogenic puppy up for adoption,’’ says Ken, 
who has had one of his photos - of Governor 
Edward King - published by Newsweek. 

At the League, Ken met Mario, who fit his every 
qualification. With the help of some League 
staffers, he photographed Mario in each stage of 
his stay at the shelter: from arrival, to medical 
examination, to the pet placement cage - and, 
finally, to finding a new master, for when the time 
came to leave, ‘‘Il just couldn’t leave him 
behind!’’ Ken says. ‘‘I enjoyed working with 
Mario then, and | love having him around now,’’ 
the photographer reports. ‘‘He’s a marvelous 
mutt, and a wonderful companion. ’’ 


After a thorough medical examination 
. by a League veterinarian, he is found 
to be in good health and a prime 
candidate for adoption. 


Mario checks in at Lost & Found, © 
with a friendly greeting for 
Charlie Robertson. 
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In the adoptions shelter, Mario meets some new 1 = 
pals who are also hoping for homes. ; 


Waiting is the hardest part. Won’t 
the next person who comes in stop at 
this cage and notice me? 


All’s well that ends well, as Mario - 
the model mutt - prepares to go home 
with his new photographer friend, 
Ken Glass. 


2 


“S®O 


 @animal 
rescue 
| league 


PET FOOD HIGH ON SHOPPING LIST 


Pet owners spend more than $3 billion a year on 
petfood, and the appetites of dogs and cats 
account for 5% of all grocery sales, according to a 
recent survey in Progressive Grocer magazine. 
The shelf space taken up by petfood has expanded 
more than 60% since 1971, and there are more 
than 1,000 different petfood items on the market. 
Dogfood represents 69% of the sales dollar 
volume, with catfood sales at 39%, and bird and 
fish food sharing the remaining 1% of the petfood 
dollar. 


NEW VACCINE FOR DOG BITE VICTIMS 


A new experimental vaccine being distributed 
on a limited basis by the Center for Disease 
Control promises to be more effective and produce 

discomfort than the rabies shots now given to 
ople bitten by dogs, where the possibility of 
rabies exist. Because it is more powerful, the 
human diploid cell strain (HDCS) vaccine requires 
only five or six doses, and can be injected into the 
arm muscle. Existing vaccines requires 14 to 21 
injections in the abdomen and lower back, and can 
cause series side effects. HDCS has been used in 
Europe for three or four years, and preliminary 
clinical trials in this country indicate that the new 
drug is highly effective and cause only mild 
reactions. 


CHILDREN’S ZOO ANNOUNCES 
NEW PROGRAMS 


A newborn Sicilian donkey, the zoo’s first-born 
Spider monkey and a whole gang of newborn goats 
and domestic sheep were on hand for the May 
opening of the Children’s Zoo at Franklin Park. 
Several new programs are being offered this year, 
one of which is the popular Junior Zookeeper 
program piloted last year. Each day at noon, 
children age 5 through 12 can sign up on a first 
come, first served basis, to help the keepers with 
their normal feeding chores. Other programs 
include a daily series of films, arts & crafts 
activities, and hourly ‘‘Discovery Rings’’ where 


iIdren and adults alike are introduced to native 

d exotic animals. 

Children’s Zoo is open seven days a week, 10 
AM to 5 PM. Admission is $1 for adults, $.50 for 
children and senior citizens, and free for Boston 
Zoological Society members. 


PETS’ BEHAVIOR CAN 
PREDICT EARTHQUAKES 


Instances of animals behaving strangely before 
an earthquake have been reported for years, and it 
may be because they are able to sense electrically 
charged aerosol particles produced by ground 
currents which precede a quake, according to an 
article in the scientific journal, Nature, by Dr. 
Helmut Tributsch of the Max Planck Institute in 
Berlin. 

Dr. Tributsch compares the electrical pheno- 
mena to the electrical charges in the atmosphere 
before major storms, according to a U.P.|. report 
of his study, which was based on an investigation 
of peculiar behavior by animals in a village in Italy 
just before it was stuck by an earthquake in May, 
1976. Among the reported incidents were: 

e the departure of all cats and kittens from the 
houses and the village itself. Most did not return 
until two days after the quake. 

¢ Fowl refused to roost a few hours before the 
quake. 

¢ Dogs began barking at least twenty minutes 
before the quake, for no apparent reason, and 
cattle started to bellow, tear at their chains and 
paw their boxes. 

® Mice and rats left their hiding places and were 
observed running around before the quake began. 

Research in the past has shown that small 
positive ions can affect humans physically and 
psychologically, and high concentrations of 
migraine headaches, irritability and nausea have 
been associated with certain weather situations. It 
may be that the charged aerosol particles affect 
animals in a similar manner, and their behavior 
can serve as an advance quake warning to their 
owners, Dr. Tributsch states. 


MOSQUITO SEASON A THREAT TO DOGS 


It’s time for dog owners to take steps to protect 
their pets from heartworm disease, if they haven’t 
done so already. Many species of mosquitoes are 
carriers of canine heartworm larvae which they 
transmit to a dog when they bite the animal. The 
larvae migrate into the bloodstream and in several 
months grow to adult heartworms, blocking the 
circulation and eventually interfering with heart 
function. Yard and other outdoor dogs are at 
higher risk than indoor pets obviously, but all dogs 
should be given adequate protection. The first step 
is an examination by a veterinarian and a blood 
test to determine whether heartworms or larvae 
are already present. If so, he can prescibe 
treatment. If not, he can prescribe an effective 
preventive medication that can be given orally. 
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Speak Up! 


Morris the 9-Lives Cat is airing an appeal asking 
everyone to adopt a cat or kitten from an American 
Humane Association affiliated animal shelter 
during June. Morris should know, he’s spokecat 
for the fifth annual Adopt-A-Cat Month campaign 
being sponsored by The American Humane 
Association. 

To fur-ther help the cause, the Finicky One and 
his friends at 9-Lives are offering a free star cat kit 
to anyone adopting a feline foundling from the 
Animal Rescue League this June. The kit contains, 
among other things, an adoption certificate, a cat 
care book and coupons for free cat food. 


NOSTALGIA BUFFS WELCOME 
NIPPER’S RETURN 


The Radio Corporation of America a | 
announced that its famous trademark ‘’Nippe 
the small fox terrier shown cocking its head to 
listen to the RCA gramaphone - is being returned 
to the company’s advertising and promotional 
programs. It will cost $8 million to bring the 
famous logo back to appear on the company’s 
sales literature, product packaging, and other 
promotional materials, according to a report in 
Animal News. 


GUIDE DOG SAVES OWNER IN FIRE RESCUE 


Ellen Logue of New York, who has been blind 
since birth, was eating lunch alone in her home 
this spring, when her guide dog, Star, began 
barking, nipping at her and nudging her to the 
door. Still unaware of what was happening, she 
followed the dog’s prodding and left the house. It 
wasn’t until she was out on the front sidewalk and 
smelled the smoke that she realized the wood 
frame house was on fire. Mrs. Logue’s husband 
and two sons, who are also blind, were out at the 
time of the fire. Star is a golden retriever who has 
been Mrs. Logue’s guide for the past six years. 


HELP COOL THE ‘‘HOT DOG’’ PROBLEM 


The League once again is offering membersSee= 
and friends the ‘‘Hot Dog’’ notice introduced las 
summer. This is a small flyer that can be placed on 
the windshield of a car where an animal has been 
locked up inside. It warns pet owners of the real 
danger - sickness and even death - that the rapidly 
increasing temperatures in a closed car represent 
for a pet. For a ‘‘Hot Dog’’ notice, or notices, 
simply send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to 
Animal Rescue League of Boston, P. O. Box 265, 
Boston, Mass. 02117. 
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e, You Can Make a 
Difference 


STATE HOUSE ALERT 


Your opinion can make a difference when it 
comes to two important bills now pending in the 
legislature. Please write to your state senator and 
representative today letting them know how you 
feel about these two legislative items. 

1. Non-Game and Threatened or Endangered 
Species Conservation - S-1814 
Please ask them to SUPPORT this bill. This bill, 
if enacted, would provide a system through which 
the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife could review the Commonwealth’s wildlife 
and wild plants to determine those species in need 


of special attention. Special regulations and 
programs would be established to enhance those 
species, through propagation, law enforcement, 
habitat acquisition, education, etc. An Advisory 
Council would be appointed to assist the director 
of the Division in identifying those species in need 
of protection. 

Non-game species are those not regulated by 
hunting, trapping or fishing, which comprise the 
over-whelming number of animals and plants in 
the wild, yet most attention by the State is 
presently given to ‘‘game’’ animals. 

NO FUNDING IS REQUIRED. A - special 
non-game account will be established to recei 
available money for this act. Two-thirds of thy 
program costs will be supported by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service through 
Grant-in-Aid funds. One-third of the cost will be 
provided by in-kind services from the Division. 


Some wildlife species that are likely candidates for 
protection or restoration of habitat and populations 
ig Massachusetts are the peregrine falcon, bald 
@: osprey, blue birds, purple martin, 

andings Turtle (Concord area), Plymouth 
red-bellied turtle, spotted salamanders, leopard 
frog, Indiana bat, and the jumping mouse. 

This bill is sponsored by Senator Carol Amick 
and has the support of the Committee on Natural 
Resources and Agriculture, the Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and many National and State wildlife 
groups and humane societies. 

2. Leg-Hold Trap - S-1747 

Please ask your legislators to OPPOSE this bill. 
Under the disguise of improvements to agricultur- 
al land, this bill would allow the present illegal use 
of steel-jaw leg-hold traps by a farmer or his agent 
on and near agricultural land. There are 
alternatives for legitimate farmers to use instead 
of this trap. Many people borrow our humane box 
traps to successfully remove pests from the garden 
and there are other humane methods as well. We 
feel the trappers are using the farmers as a means 
to legalize this cruel device which holds and 
prolongs the suffering of animals. It catches many 
other creatures besides its intended victims, such 
as cats, dogs, birds, and children. Both of these 
bills are presently sitting on the table of the 
Senate Ways and Means Committee. Please send 

eon? letter to the Chairman,Senator Chester 

. Atkins, Senate Ways and Means Committee, 
Room 312, State House, Boston, Massachusetts 
02133. Ask him to SUPPORT S-1814 (non-game) 
and move it on favorably to be voted on by the full 
Senate AND to KILL S-1747, the leg-hold trap bill! 


MEMBER BENEFITS 


$10 Annual membership card, decal, quarterly 
magazine Our Fourfooted Friends. 


$25 (all benefits above) PLUS two pet identification 
tags. (Additional tags available at $2 each.) 


$50 (all benefits above) PLUS an 18’’ x 24’’ Glossy 
Black and White Poster. 


$100 (all benefits above) PLUS a signed, numbered 
print valued at $75 (limited edition). 


$500 (all benefits above) PLUS your name engraved 
on our wall plaque in the reception area of our 
Headquarters. 


$1,000 Or more (all benefits above) PLUS your name 
engraved on a brass name plate as a Benefactor 
of the Animal Rescue League of Boston. In 
addition, an invitation to a special annual event. 


But...your greatest benefit of all will be 
knowing you are actively helping to pre- 
vent the neglect, abuse and suffering of 
our less fortunate friends. 


Please join and help us 


Please enroll me as a member (or donor) 
of the Animal Rescue League of Boston. | 
enclose payment of dues for the class of 
membership checked below: 


[| Benefactor, $1,000.00 

[] Patron, $500.00 annually 
Contributing, $100.00 annually 
L] Supporting, $50.00 annually 

LC) Active, $25.00 annually 

_] Associate, $10.00 annually 


L 


. (J Donor, Any amount 


Name 

Address a 
City State Zip 

Date 


Please mail your magazine, Our Four- 
footed Friends, to the address given 
above. ($2 of membership fee covers a 
year’s subscription) 


Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
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Our Fourfooted Friends [US ISSN 0030-6851] 
Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 


Address correction requested. 


High Quality 50% cotton & 50% polyester 
light blue with black design 
Featuring Mr. Bo-Jangles, Mascot. 


Childrens sizes: Small (6-8) Medium (10-12) and 
Large (14-16) 


Adult sizes: Small (36) Medium (40) and Large 
(42) 


Cost: $5.00 each includes postage and packaging 


PLEASE SEND: 


T-Shirts 
Childrens Adult 
SIZ@ A > = esi 704 Sole A hee LA. at $5.00 each 


Please make check payable to and send to: 
Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265 
Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
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